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Call for Proposals 2027 pre-announcement 
 

"Catalysing Collaborative Research for Recently Identified 
Rare Diseases” 

  
  

An information webinar will be held on December 14th, 2026, 15.00-16.00 (CET). Register to 
participate in the webinar here.  
 

 
 

Preliminary Announcement  
  
The content and procedures of the call described in this pre-announcement may be 

subject to change and are not legally binding.  

The European Rare Diseases Research Alliance (ERDERA) has been established to further help in 
coordinating the research efforts of European, Associated and non-European countries in the field of rare 
diseases and implement the objectives of the International Rare Disease Research Consortium (IRDiRC). 
These actions follow the five Joint Transnational Calls for rare diseases research projects launched 
previously by the European Joint Programme on Rare Diseases (EJP RD) since 2019.   

Several national and regional funding organisations together with the European Commission (EC) under 
the PARTNERSHIP-COFUND mechanism intend to participate in the ERDERA Joint Transnational Call 
(JTC) 2027 to fund research projects on rare diseases. The call is supposed to open simultaneously with 
the involvement of the following funding organisations in their respective countries/regions: 

 Austrian Science Fund (FWF), Austria (Decision pending) 
 Fund for Scienti�ic Research - FNRS (F.R.S.-FNRS), Belgium, French speaking community 
 Public Service of Wallonia (SPW), Belgium, Wallonie  
 Bulgarian National Science Fund (BNSF), Bulgaria 
 Ministry of Health (MZCR), Czech Republic  
 Estonian Research Council (ETAG), Estonia  
 French National Research Agency (ANR), France  
 Foundation For Rare Diseases (FFRD), France   
 National Research, Development and Innovation Of�ice (NKFIH), Hungary  
 Health Research Board (HRB), Ireland  
 Regional Foundation for Biomedical Research (FRRB), Lombardy (Italy) 

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/ca36d0f7-3a0e-44e1-89ba-e89a1d6187ae@b89cc6a7-57a7-4137-8224-69e7ea0b1c55
https://irdirc.org/
https://www.ejprarediseases.org/
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 Fondazione Cariplo (FC), Italy 
 Tuscany Region (RT/TuscReg), Tuscany (Italy)  
 Latvian Council of Science (LZP), Latvia  
 Research Council of Lithuania (LMT), Lithuania 
 National Research Fund (FNR), Luxembourg  
 The Research Council of Norway (RCN), Norway  
 National Centre for Research and Development (NCBR), Poland  
 Foundation for Science and Technology (FCT), Portugal (Decision pending) 
 Executive Agency for Higher Education, Research, Development and Innovation Funding 

(UEFISCDI), Romania 
 Slovak Academy of Sciences (SAS), Slovakia  
 Slovak Centre of Scienti�ic and Technical Information (SCSTI), Slovakia 
 National Institute of Health Carlos III (ISCIII), Spain  
 Swedish Research Council (SRC), Sweden 
 Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF), Switzerland 
 The Scienti�ic and Technological Research Council of Türkiye (TUBITAK), Türkiye 

Final decisions on participate in the call and financial commitments are still pending for some 
funding agencies and can be subject to change. 

 

Aim of the Call 

The aim of the call is to address patient-need led challenges in RD and enable scientists to build effective, 
multinational, interdisciplinary research collaborations based on shared interests and expertise. The 
expected impact lies in the future translation and use of results for the benefit of patients. The classification 
of RDs follows the European definition, i.e. a disease affecting not more than five in 10,000 persons in the 
European Union (Regulation (EC) No 141/2000) and, by analogy, in the other participating countries.  

Over recent decades, sustained investments in rare disease research have led to major advances in the 
understanding, diagnosis and treatment of many conditions. However, a substantial number of RDs receive 
limited dedicated research attention for multi-factorial reasons. These include the absence of an established 
scientific community, limited availability of dedicated research funding, and intense competition for 
research resources. As a result, comparatively more common RDs, or those with a longer history of scientific 
and clinical recognition, tend to attract a disproportionate share of research activity and funding, leaving 
many other RDs scientifically underserved. 

Recently identified RDs are frequently among the most scientifically underserved conditions. Since the 
advent of Next Generation Sequencing (NGS), the number of newly identified RDs has increased markedly, 
creating new opportunities for diagnosis while simultaneously revealing substantial gaps in knowledge. 
Many of these conditions lack the fundamental evidence base required to advance translational research, 
including data on natural history, disease mechanisms, biomarkers, and relevant disease models. This call 
aims to accelerate the development of these essential research foundations and foster the emergence of 
collaborative research communities around scientifically underserved RDs. 

Call topic 



         
 
ERDERA Joint Transnational Call 2027 – Preliminary announcement 
 

  
ERDERA has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon Europe research and innovation 
programme under grant agreement N°101156595. Views and opinions expressed are those of the author(s) 
only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union, who cannot be held responsible for them. 
 

The goal of this call is to stimulate research interest and catalyse new collaborative initiatives centred 
on recently identified RDs that remain scientifically underserved. By advancing the understanding of 
natural history and disease pathomechanisms, and by fostering the development of relevant disease 
models, the overarching aim is to generate the foundational knowledge required to accelerate future 
therapeutic development. 

To be eligible, the disease must meet both of the following criteria:  

1. The disease must have been first reported in the peer-reviewed literature on or after January 1st, 
2010, including the association of the disease with a suspected causative mechanism (e.g. gene-disease 
association). Applicants must provide the primary publication reporting this (PMID or DOI).  

2. The disease must be registered in Orphanet (or be in the process of registration) at the time of 
application. For diseases not yet registered, applicants must provide evidence registration request has 
been requested.  

Proposals may address a single disease or a small group of closely related diseases (e.g. sharing a causative 
gene family or pathway), provided that each disease addressed meets both criteria.  

 Research proposals should cover at least one of the following areas: 

• Natural history studies and patient registries, including those designed to support clinical trial 
readiness. Where feasible, these should incorporate the development and application of patient-
reported outcome measures. The exploration of standardised health-related surveillance 
instruments and patient-entered data as means of capturing natural history information is also 
encouraged; 

• Identification and validation of biomarkers of disease pathophysiology or progression, including 
biomarkers supporting patient stratification, natural history characterisation, or future clinical 
trial readiness. Biomarker discovery and validation are in scope where they support mechanistic 
understanding or disease monitoring; development of a biomarker-based test or assay intended 
for clinical diagnostic use is out of scope (see 4.2); 

• Development of in silico, cellular (including patient-derived iPSC and organoid models) and animal 
models that adequately recapitulate the human condition, including the generation of new disease 
models where none currently exist, to be established within the course of the project; 

• Elucidation of pathophysiological pathways, including studies aimed at identifying disease 
mechanisms that may inform future therapeutic strategies. 

  

Excluded Diseases, Approaches and Topics  

The following diseases, approaches and topics are excluded from the scope of the JTC 2027:  

• Diseases for which animal models have already been developed and characterized in peer-
reviewed scientific publications; 

• Diseases for which clinical trials evaluating disease-modifying treatments are ongoing or have been 
completed; 
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• Studies fostering pre-clinical therapy development as covered in the scope of ERDERA JTC2025 
topic; 

• Studies fostering development of diagnostic tools as covered in the scope of ERDERA JTC2026 topic 
(this does not exclude the functional characterisation of variants or the phenotypic delineation 
required for mechanistic understanding); 

• Interventional clinical trials to prove efficacy of drugs/treatments/surgical procedures/medical 
procedures. This includes studies comparing efficacy, e.g., two surgical techniques or therapies, and 
projects whose main objective is the implementation of a clinical phase IV pharmacovigilance 
study;    

• Projects focusing only on rare neurodegenerative diseases that are within the focus of Brain Health 
Partnership. These are: Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias; Parkinson’s disease (PD) and PD-
related disorders; prion diseases; motor neuron diseases; Huntington’s disease; spinal muscular 
atrophy and dominant forms of spinocerebellar ataxia. However, childhood 
dementias/neurodegenerative diseases are eligible;  

• Rare infectious diseases, rare cancers and rare adverse drug events in treatments of common 
diseases. Rare diseases with a predisposition to cancer are eligible. Diseases with inborn errors of 
immunity/genetic predisposition to rare infectious disease are eligible. 

 
Categories of Partners  

Partners belonging to one of the following categories may request funding under a joint research proposal 
(according to country/regional regulations):  

• Academia (research teams working in universities, other higher education institutions or research 
institutes),  

• Clinical/public health sector (research teams working in hospitals/public health and/or other 
health care settings and health organisations),  

• Enterprises (all sizes of private companies). Participation of small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) is encouraged when allowed by national/regional regulations,  

• Patient advocacy organisations (PAOs).  
 
Consortium Makeup  

Limit number of partners  

Only transnational projects will be funded. Each consortium submitting a proposal must involve three to 
six eligible principal investigator partners from at least three different participating countries. In specific 
cases, the number of consortium partners can be increased to eight partners. No more than two eligible 
partners from the same country can be present in each consortium. Patient partners, requesting funding or 
not, do not count toward the total.   

Number of research partners 
requesting national/regional 

funding 

Inclusion of 
partner from UC 

Inclusion of ECR partner 

3 

Not mandatory Not mandatory 
4 
5 
6 
7 1 partner from the UC or ECR categories: 

https://erdera.org/call/joint-transnational-call-2025/
https://erdera.org/call/joint-transnational-call-2025/
https://erdera.org/call/joint-transnational-call-2026/
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1 UC or 1 ECR 
8 
 

One additional partner from the UCs or ECR 
categories e.g: 
1 UC + 1 ECR 

or 
2 ECR or 2 UCs 

What is a partner? a collaborator? a sub-contractor?  

To be considered as an eligible partner, a group must contribute substantially to at least one of the project’s 
work packages. If the only role of a group is to provide patient access, data or samples for the study, they 
will not be considered as partners of the consortium, but can be included otherwise, via cooperation 
agreements (as collaborators) or subcontracting.  

Consortia may include collaborators who secure their own funding. Collaborators cannot be work package 
leaders, and their contribution to the consortium must be described. As they do not receive funding as part 
of this call, they do not count toward the limit of 8 partners requesting research funding (nor is there a limit 
of collaborators per country, if their participation is justified). Collaborators must supply a letter of intent, 
CV (only at the full proposal stage), which must be entered into the online submission system.  

If necessary, to implement the research activity, consortia may also include subcontractors if allowed by 
their country/regional regulations. Sub-contractors may cover only a limited part of the research activity, 
and their contribution to the consortium must be described. They do not count toward the limit of 8 
partners requesting research funding (nor is there a limit of subcontractors per country, if their 
participation is justified and if subcontracting is possible according to national/regional funding rules).  

Consortium organisation  

Each transnational proposal must nominate one project consortium coordinator among the project partner 
principal investigators. The coordinator must be an eligible project partner from an ERDERA JTC 2027 
funding country/region. The project coordinator will represent the consortium externally to the JCS and to 
CSC and will be responsible for its internal scientific coordination (such as management, reporting, and 
intellectual property rights issues). This workload should be considered in the requested budget estimate 
of the coordinator. A single principal investigator will represent each project partner. Within a joint 
proposal, the principal investigator of each project partner will be the contact person for the relevant 
country/regional funding organisation.  

Patient Advocacy Organisations and Patient Involvement/Partnership  

From the start when preparing their proposals, consortia are expected to include and actively engage 
patient partners, i.e. patient representative (patients/caregivers/family members) from a patient advocacy 
organisation (PAO) or from any other organised group if no patient organisation exists. For information on 
any PAOs or patients’ group dedicated to undiagnosed PLWRD, please see:    

• Orphanet portal for rare diseases and drugs patient organisation directory,  
• EURORDIS - Rare Diseases Europe,   
• European Reference Networks (ERNs), 
• Foundation For Rare Diseases,   

https://www.orpha.net/consor/cgi-bin/SupportGroup.php?lng=EN
https://www.orpha.net/consor/cgi-bin/SupportGroup.php?lng=EN
https://www.eurordis.org/information-support/find-a-patient-organisation/
https://ec.europa.eu/health/ern_en
https://ec.europa.eu/health/ern_en
https://fondation-maladiesrares.org/en/accompagnement-des-associations/
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• European Patients’ Forum https://www.eu-patient.eu/. 
 
Please note that national/regional eligibility criteria, definitions and time limits might 
differ.  
 
 
PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE  
 
There will be a two-stage submission procedure for joint applications: pre-proposals and full proposals.  
 
Call Timeline  

1st December 2026  Launch of the call  
14th December 2026  Information webinar for potential applicants  
1st February 2027  Pre-proposal submission deadline  
18h February2027   Pre-proposal eligibility check  
Mid-April2027  Invitation to full proposal  
Late April/Early May 2027 Information webinar for applicants invited to submit a full proposal  

24th June 2027 Full proposal submission deadline  
15th July 2027 Full proposal eligibility check  
Late October 2027 Noti�ication of funding decision  

 
 
 

 
For general questions regarding the joint call please contact the  

Joint Call Secretariat  
  

National Institute of Health Carlos III - (ISCIII) 
 

Araceli Martínez Galán 

E-Mail: ERDERAcall@isciii.es 

 
 

 
 
NATIONAL AND REGIONAL CONTACTS 
 

Country/Region   Funding Organisation   Contact Details   

Austria   Austrian Science Fund  
(FWF)   

Dr. Petra Pusic   
petra.pusic@fwf.ac.at   
   
DI Anita Stürtz   
Anita.stuertz@fwf.ac.at   

Belgium   Fund for Scientific  Dr. Maxime Bonsir   

https://www.eu-patient.eu/
https://www.eu-patient.eu/
https://www.eu-patient.eu/
mailto:ERDERAcall@isciii.es
mailto:petra.pusic@fwf.ac.at
mailto:Anita.stuertz@fwf.ac.at
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Research – FNRS (F.R.S.- 
FNRS)   

+32 2 504 9236   
   
Dr. Florence Quist   
+32 (0)2 504 9351   
  
International@frs-fnrs.be 

Belgium   Public Service of 
Wallonia (SPW)   

Dr. Cédric Morana   
Cedric.morana@spw.wallonie.be  
 
Dr. Fleur Roland   
Fleur.roland@spw.wallonie.be 

Bulgaria   Bulgarian National  
Science Fund (BNSF)   

Milena Aleksandrova  
aleksandrova@mon.bg   
+359 884 171 363   

Canada   

Canadian Institutes of  
Health Research – 
Institute of Genetics  
(CIHR-IG)  www.cihr-
irsc.gc.ca   

Pierre-Luc Coulombe    
pierre-luc.coulombe@cihr-irsc.gc.ca  
+1 613 608-8943   

Czech  
Republic   

The Ministry of Health of 
the Czech Republic 
(MZCR), 
Czech Health  
Research Council 
(AZVCR)   

Olga Laaksonen   
Phone: + 420 604 786 141   
Email: olga.laaksonen@mzcr.cz   
   
Monika Kocmanova   
Phone: +420 778 973 186 
Email: monika.kocmanova@azvcr.cz   

Estonia   Estonian Research 
Council (ETAG)   

Margit Suuroja   
margit.suuroja@etag.ee   
+372 731 7360     
 
Argo Soon   
argo.soon@etag.ee  
 +372 515 3424   

France   
The French National  
Research Agency - 
(ANR)   

Dr. Florence Guillot   
ERDERAcall@anr.fr   

France   Foundation For Rare 
Diseases (FFRD)   

Dr. Pauline Nauroy   
jtc.erdera@fondation-maladiesrares.com   

Hungary    

National Research,  
Development and  
Innovation Office  
(NKFIH)   

Dr. Előd Nemerkényi   
Phone: +36 1 8963987 
elod.nemerkenyi@nkfih.gov.hu   

Ireland   Health Research Board 
(HRB)   

Mr. Gavin Lawler  
Dr. Aisling Rehill 
  

mailto:International@frs-fnrs.be
mailto:Cedric.morana@spw.wallonie.be
mailto:Fleur.roland@spw.wallonie.be
mailto:aleksandrova@mon.bg
file://anr-srv-filer01/Departements/36-DOS/01-BS/Archivage_AAP_Biologie%20Sante/11_International/EJP%20RD/8%20-%20AAPs%20-%20EJPRD/JTC2022/2%20-%20Call%20docs/www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca
file://anr-srv-filer01/Departements/36-DOS/01-BS/Archivage_AAP_Biologie%20Sante/11_International/EJP%20RD/8%20-%20AAPs%20-%20EJPRD/JTC2022/2%20-%20Call%20docs/www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca
file://anr-srv-filer01/Departements/36-DOS/01-BS/Archivage_AAP_Biologie%20Sante/11_International/EJP%20RD/8%20-%20AAPs%20-%20EJPRD/JTC2022/2%20-%20Call%20docs/www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca
file://anr-srv-filer01/Departements/36-DOS/01-BS/Archivage_AAP_Biologie%20Sante/11_International/EJP%20RD/8%20-%20AAPs%20-%20EJPRD/JTC2022/2%20-%20Call%20docs/www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca
file://anr-srv-filer01/Departements/36-DOS/01-BS/Archivage_AAP_Biologie%20Sante/11_International/EJP%20RD/8%20-%20AAPs%20-%20EJPRD/JTC2022/2%20-%20Call%20docs/www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca
mailto:pierre-luc.coulombe@cihr-irsc.gc.ca
mailto:olga.laaksonen@mzcr.cz
mailto:monika.kocmanova@azvcr.cz
mailto:margit.suuroja@etag.ee
mailto:argo.soon@etag.ee
mailto:ERDERAcall@anr.fr
mailto:jtc.erdera@fondation-maladiesrares.com
mailto:elod.nemerkenyi@nkfih.gov.hu
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E-mail: glawler@hrb.ie 
             HRB-JTCs@hrb.ie 
   
Phone: +353 1 234 5000 

Italy Fondazione Cariplo (FC) 

Alice Finotello 
Diana Pozzoli 

  +39 02 6239219 
erdera@fondazionecariplo.it 

Lombardy 
(Italy) 

Fondazione Regionale 
per la Ricerca Biomedica 
- Regional Foundation fo  
Biomedical Research 
(FRRB) 

Dr Giulia Maria Rossignolo    
Tel: +39 02 67650159  
giuliamaria.rossignolo@frrb.it 
 

Tuscany (Italy)   Tuscany Region   

Teresa Vierii   
Phone: +39 055 43832898 
 
Monica Malacarne  
Phone: +39 055 4382334 
 
erdera@regione.toscana.it   

Lombardy 
(Italy) 

Regional Foundation for 
Biomedical Research 
(FRRB) 

Dr Giulia Maria Rossignolo    
Tel: +39 02 67650159  
 
Dr Federica Albanese  
Tel: 02 67650159  
 
bandi@frrb.it   

Latvia   Latvian Council of 
Science (LZP)   

Dr. Jānis Ancāns   
+371 26494422  
 janis.ancans@lzp.gov.lv  

Lithuania   Research Council of 
Lithuania (LMT)   

Dr. Živilė Ruželė   
zivile.ruzele@lmt.lt 
(+370) 676 14383   

Luxembourg   Luxembourg National 
Research Fund (FNR)   

Dr. Sean Sapcariu   
sean.sapcariu@fnr.lu 
+352 691 362 831   
 
Dr. Gideon Giesselmann   
Gideon.giesselmann@fnr.lu 
+352 691 362 805   

Norway   The Research Council of 
Norway (RCN)   

Dr. Simona Grasso   
Email: sgr@rcn.no 
Tel.: +47 46378332   
    
Dr. Sofia Anderholm Strand   
Email: sast@rcn.no 

mailto:glawler@hrb.ie
mailto:HRB-JTCs@hrb.ie
mailto:erdera@fondazionecariplo.it
mailto:giuliamaria.rossignolo@frrb.it
mailto:erdera@regione.toscana.it
mailto:bandi@frrb.it
mailto:janis.ancans@lzp.gov.lv
mailto:zivile.ruzele@lmt.lt
mailto:sean.sapcariu@fnr.lu
mailto:Gideon.giesselmann@fnr.lu
mailto:sgr@rcn.no
mailto:sast@rcn.no
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Tel.: +47 41394144   

Poland   
National Centre for  
Research and  
Development   

Anna Stępień 
anna.stepien@ncbr.gov.pl 
(+48) 22 39 07 210  

Portugal   
Foundation for  
Science and Technology  
(FCT)   

Rita Cavaleiro   
(+351) 213 911 541   
   
Pedro Ferreira (+351) 213 924 445   
erdera@fct.pt   

Romania 

Executive Agency for 
Higher Education, 
Research, Development 
and Innovation Funding 
(UEFISCDI) 

Mihaela Manole 
mihaela.manole@uefiscdi.ro 
 
Nicoleta Dumitrache 
nicoleta.dumitrache@uefiscdi.ro 

Slovakia   Slovak Academy of 
Sciences (SAS)   

   Katarina Bibova, International 
Cooperation  
   Dpt., SAS 

Phone: +421257510116  
katarina.bibova@urad.sav.sk 

Slovakia   
Slovak Centre of 
Scientific and Technical 
Information (SCSTI) 

Dr. Marek Babušiak 
+421 948 855 449 
marek.babusiak@cvtisr.sk 

 
Ing. Viktor Rychtárik  
+421 902 410 454 
viktor.rychtarik@cvtisr.sk 

Spain   National Institute of 
Health Carlos III (ISCIII)   

Araceli Martínez Galán 
araceli.martinez@isciii.es   

Sweden Vetenskapsrådet Louise Rügheimer 
louise.rugheimer@vr.se 

Switzerland Swiss National Science 
Foundation (SNSF) 

Clémence Le Cornec 
+41 31 308 22 60 
clemence.lecornec@snf.ch 

Türkiye   

The Scientific and  
Technological Research  
Council of Türkiye  
(TUBITAK)   

Dr. M. Merve Polat   
erdera@tubitak.gov.tr  
+90 (312) 298 1782    

Multinational -  
Funding of All  
Patient 
Advocacy  
Organisations  
(PAOs) 

Netherlands 
Organisation for Health 
Research and 
Development (ZonMw)   

Marcella de Boer, Msc  
Kirsten IJsebaert, Msc  
ERDERA@zonmw.nl 
+31 70 349 51 11 

 
 

mailto:anna.stepien@ncbr.gov.pl
mailto:mihaela.manole@uefiscdi.ro
mailto:nicoleta.dumitrache@uefiscdi.ro
mailto:katarina.bibova@urad.sav.sk
mailto:marek.babusiak@cvtisr.sk
mailto:viktor.rychtarik@cvtisr.sk
mailto:araceli.martinez@isciii.es
mailto:louise.rugheimer@vr.se
mailto:clemence.lecornec@snf.ch
mailto:erdera@tubitak.gov.tr
mailto:ERDERA@zonmw.nl
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The content and procedures of the call described in this pre-announcement may be 
subject to change and are not legally binding. 


